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(57) Abstract 

An electrical appliance (100) has battery packs (10) which are supported on a chassis (102) of the appliance (100) in a visible position. 
Each pack (10) has a handle (24) which a user can grasp to withdraw the pack (10) from the chassis (102). The handle has a lever (26) 
which a user can squeeze to operate a securing mechanism to release the pack (10) from the chassis (102). Should a user attempt to lift 



FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 
Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


n 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


Chad 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


1L 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United States of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


UZ 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KB 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


ZW 


Zimbabwe 


CI 


Cote d" I voire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






CU 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kazakstan 


RO 


Romania 






CZ 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


U 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 00/38255 



PCT/GB99/04075 



1 

An Electrical Appliance with Battery Packs 

The invention relates to an electrical appliance, particularly to an electrical appliance 
which is powered by means of at least one on-board battery pack. The electrical 
5 appliance can be an autonomous or robotic vacuum cleaner. 

Electrical appliances powered by on-board battery packs have been known for many 
years. The majority of such appliances are those which require to be portable or 
manoeuvrable during their operation; for example, power tools, domestic appliances and 
10 autonomous vehicles. Autonomous or robotic vacuum cleaners are suitable for being 
powered by means of on-board battery packs. 

Examples of robotic vacuum cleaners having on-board battery packs are shown in EP 0 
635 236 Al, US 5,787,545 and US 5,109,566. In each of these examples, the batteries 
15 are located within the cleaner housing. 

The present invention seeks to provide an electrical appliance which is more convenient 
to use. 

20 An aspect of the invention provides an electrical appliance comprising a chassis 
supporting an on-board power supply and means, powered by the power supply, for 
allowing the appliance to travel across a surface, wherein the power supply comprises a 
battery pack which is releasable from the chassis and which is supported on the chassis 
such that, in use, the pack is visible to a user. 

25 

By providing a battery pack which is releasable from the chassis of the appliance, a user 
can simply remove the pack when it needs replacing or recharging. By mounting the 
battery pack in a visible position, a user can easily find the pack without the need to 
remove part of the housing of the appliance or to turn the appliance on to its side to 
30 access the battery. There is a further advantage that the cleaner is not unduly disturbed 
during a battery changing operation. This is particularly important with an autonomous 
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appliance that navigates around an area, since moving the appliance during a battery 
change could cause the appliance to become confused when it is restarted. 
Preferably the battery pack has a handle by which a user can grasp the pack to remove it 
from the chassis of the appliance. 

5 

A problem with providing a handle on the battery pack is that a user may try to lift the 
appliance by the handle on the pack. The appliance is heavy and the securing 
mechanism for the battery pack is inadequate to support the full weight of the appliance. 
Therefore, the securing mechanism for the battery pack is operable by a release member 
10 which forms part of the handle and, more preferably, the release member is located on 
the handle so that a user, in grasping the handle to attempt to lift the appliance, will 
operate the release member and thereby release the battery pack from the appliance, 
thus preventing any damage to the user or appliance which may result if the user was 
successful in lifting the appliance by the battery pack handle. 

15 

Preferably at least two battery packs are provided, one battery pack being located on 
each side of a component of the appliance, such as a cyclonic separator. This allows 
more flexibility in the design of the appliance. 

20 Preferably, the battery packs are arranged symmetrically about the centre of gravity of 
the appliance. This enhances the manoeuvrability of the appliance when the appliance is 
designed so that it turns about its centre of gravity. Preferably, the battery packs are 
arranged along a lateral axis of the appliance, the lateral axis lying along a diameter 
thereof at the opposing ends of which are a pair of driven wheels. The stability of the 

25 appliance and its balance is enhanced by such an arrangement. 

It is preferred if the appliance is a vacuum cleaner, more particularly a vacuum cleaner 
which is autonomous. The vacuum cleaner is more preferably one which carries 
cyclonic separating apparatus for separating dirt and dust from an airflow. 



30 
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An embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way of example only, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a battery pack according to the invention; 
Figures 2a and 2b are plan views of first and second parts of the battery pack of Figure 
5 1; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a vacuum cleaner carrying and powered by battery 
packs as shown in Figures 1 and 2; 

Figures 4, 5 and 6 are plan, rear and side views respectively of the vacuum cleaner of 
Figure 3; 

10 Figure 7 is a sectional detail showing the connection between one of the battery packs 
of Figure 1 and the vacuum cleaner of Figures 3 to 6; and 

Figure 8 is a schematic side view of a battery charger in combination with the battery 
pack of Figure 1. 

15 A battery pack 10 according to the invention is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. The 
battery pack 10 has a housing 12 which is made up of two half shells 14a, 14b made 
from a plastics material such as Nylon or ABS. The half shells 14a, 14b are essentially 
symmetrical and together define an enclosure 16 in which a plurality of cells 18 are 
located. The cells 18 are connected in two groups 18a, 18b as illustrated in Figure 2a, 

20 with a flexible connection 19 being provided between cells 18b\and 18b". The cells 18 
are spaced apart and maintained in their fixed positions by spacer walls 20 which are 
formed of insulating material and specifically adapted to conform to and follow the 
contours of the side walls of the cells 18 in order to hold them securely in position. The 
spacer walls 20 are preferably moulded integrally with the half shells 18a, 18b and are 

25 therefore formed from the same material as the half shells 18a, 18b. In the illustrated 
embodiment, thirty cells 18 are provided in the housing in two groups of fifteen cells. 
The cells are preferably nickel-cadmium sub-C cells with a rating of 2.0 ampere-hours 
or greater, or nickel metal hydride (Ni MH) cells having a rating of 3.0 ampere-hours or 
greater. The half shells 18a, 18b are joined together by way of screws or non-releasable 

30 fasteners 22a, 22b located in the half shells 18a, 18b. 
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The housing 12 has a front end 12a which carries a handle 24 by means of which the 
battery pack 10 can be carried. The handle 24 is profiled so as to conform to the shape 
of a user's hand for comfort and grip. The interior of the handle 24, ie on the side of the 
handle 24 facing the body of the housing 12 ? comprises a lever portion 26 (see Figure 
5 2a) which is also profiled to conform to the contours of a user's hand. The lever portion 
26 is moulded from a plastics material and is pivotably connected to the housing 12 at 
the base of the handle 24 by way of a pivot connection 28. The lever portion 26 is 
biased into the position shown in Figure 2a by a spring 30. The lever portion 30 also 
canies a downwardly projecting tooth 32 located on an arm of the lever portion which 

10 projects generally horizontally away from the pivot connection 28. The tooth 32 
projects downwardly through an aperture 34 in the lower surface of the housing as 
illustrated in Figure 2b. The fixed portion 24a of the handle 24 is recessed so that the 
lever portion 26 can pivot about the pivot connection 28 with respect to the fixed 
portion 24a and against the biasing action of the spring 30. This action results in the 

15 tooth 32 being lifted sufficiently that the tooth no longer projects through the aperture 
34. 

The housing 12 incorporates at least one electrical connection 36 which is in electrical 
communication with the cells 18 in whichever configuration is appropriate for the 
20 appliance to be powered by the battery pack 10. The electrical connection 36 is located 
at the end of the housing 12 remote from the handle 24 and is preferably surrounded by 
a collar or is otherwise recessed for safety reasons. 

The housing 12 also has an inlet port 38 which is capable of receiving cooling fluid and 
25 passing it directly to the enclosure 16. The inlet port 38 therefore essentially comprises 
an opening leading directly from the exterior of the housing 12 to the interior thereof, 
the inlet port is located, like the electrical connector, at the end of the housing 12 remote 
from the handle 24. The opening is covered, at least in part, by protective fins 38a 
which are present partly to prevent any foreign bodies from entering the housing, partly 
30 to strengthen the housing, and partly to diffuse the incoming cooling fluid. At least one 
outlet 40 is provided at the end of the housing 12 opposite the end at which the inlet port 
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38 is located. In the illustrated embodiment, there are four outlet ports provided 40a, 
40b, 40c and 40d, each of which are covered, at least in part, by protective fins 40e. 
The outlet ports 40 are spaced over the end 12a of the housing 12 so that there is an 
outlet port 40a, 40d adjacent the most remotely spaced cells 18 at the end of the 
5 enclosure 16 closest to the handle 24. 

A temperature sensor 42 is located in the enclosure adjacent one of the outlet ports 40. 
The sensor 42 can be mounted in the enclosure between two cells 18 as shown in bold 
lines in Figure 2b, or else it can be mounted directly on one of the cells 18 as shown in 

10 dotted lines in the same Figure. The sensor 42 is connected to an indicator located at a 
convenient position on the housing 12 to give an indication to the user if the 
temperature inside the housing 12 becomes dangerously high. Alternatively, the sensor 
can be connected directly to electrical appliance which is powered by the battery pack 
10 via the connection 36 to operate a switch which will deactivate the appliance if the 

1 5 battery pack becomes too hot. 

Located on the lower surface of the housing 12 at the end 12a thereof adjacent the 
handle 24, are two opposing lugs 44 projecting outwardly from the housing 12. The 
lugs extend in a horizontal plane as can be seen from Figure 7, to which further 
20 reference will be made below. The purpose of the lugs 44 will be explained later with 
reference to Figure 7. 

The battery pack 10 described above can be used to power a robotic vacuum cleaner as 
illustrated in Figures 3 to 6. The term "robotic" is here used to mean that the vacuum 
25 cleaner is capable of operating so that it navigates its own way around a room to be 
cleaner without human intervention and without bumping into, or becoming lodged 
against, obstacles located around the room. An overview of such a machine is given 
below. 

30 The vacuum cleaner 100 shown in the drawings has a supporting chassis 102 which is 
generally circular in shape and is supported on two driven wheels 104 and a castor 
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wheel 106. The chassis 102 is preferably manufactured from high-strength moulded 
plastics material, such as ABS, but can equally be made from metal such as aluminium 
or steel. The chassis 102 provides support for the components of the cleaner 100 which 
will be described below. The driven wheels 104 are arranged at either end of a diameter 
5 of the chassis 102, the diameter lying perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the 
cleaner 100. Each driven wheel 104 is moulded from a high-strength plastics material 
and carries a comparatively soft, ridged band around its circumference to enhance the 
grip of the wheel 104 when the cleaner 100 is traversing a smooth floor. The soft, 
ridged band also enhances the ability of the wheels 104 to mount and climb over small 

10 obstacles. The driven wheels 104 are mounted independently of one another via support 
bearings (not shown) and each driven wheel 104 is connected directly to a motor which 
is capable of driving the respective wheel 104 in either a forward direction or a reverse 
direction. By driving both wheels 104 forward at the same speed, the cleaner 100 can 
be driven in a forward direction. By driving both wheels 104 in a reverse direction at 

15 the same speed, the cleaner 100 can be driven in a backward direction. By driving the 
wheels 104 in opposite directions, the cleaner 100 can be made to rotate about its own 
central axis so as to effect a turning manoeuvre. The aforementioned method of driving 

a vehicle is well known and will not therefore be described any further here. 

♦ 

20 The castor wheel 106 is significantly smaller in diameter than the driven wheels 104 as 
can be seen from, for example, Figure 6. The castor wheel 106 is not driven and merely 
serves to support the chassis 102 at the rear of the cleaner 100. The location of the 
castor wheel 106 at the trailing edge of the chassis 102, and the fact that the castor 
wheel 106 is swivellingly mounted on the chassis by means of a swivel joint 110, 

25 allows the castor wheel 106 to trail behind the cleaner 100 in a manner which does not 
hinder the manoeuvrability 6f the cleaner 100 whilst it is being driven by way of the 
driven wheels 104. The swivel joint 1 10 is most clearly shown in Figure 6. This type of 
arrangement is well known. The castor wheel 106 can be made from a moulded plastics 
material or can be formed from another synthetic material such as Nylon. 



30 
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Mounted on the underside of the chassis 102 is a cleaner head 122 which includes a 
suction opening 124 facing the surface on which the cleaner 100 is supported. The 
suction opening 124 is essentially rectangular and extends across the majority of the 
width of the cleaner head 122. A brush bar (not shown) is rotatably mounted in the 
5 suction opening 124 and a motor 128 is mounted on the cleaner head 122 for driving the 
brush bar by way of a drive belt (not shown) extending between a shaft of the motor 128 
and the brush bar. The cleaner head 122 is mounted on the chassis 102 in such a way 
that the cleaner head 122 is able to float on the surface to be cleaned. This is achieved 
in this embodiment in that the cleaner head 122 is pivotally connected to an arm (not 

10 shown) which in turn is pivotally connected to the underside of the chassis 102. The 
double articulation of the connection between the cleaner head 122 and the chassis 102 
allows the cleaner head to move freely in a vertical direction with respect to the chassis 
102. This enables the cleaner head to climb over small obstacles such as books, 
magazines, rug edges, etc. Obstacles of up to approximately 25mm in height can be 

15 traversed in this way. A flexible or telescopic conduit is located between a rear portion 
of the cleaner head 122 and an inlet port located in the chassis 102. 

In order to assist the cleaner head 122 to move vertically upwards when an obstacle is 
encountered, forwardly projecting ramps 136 are provided at the front edge of the 

20 cleaner head 122. In the event that an obstacle is encountered, the obstacle will initially 
abut against the ramps 136 and the inclination of the ramps will then lift the cleaner 
head 122 over the obstacle in question so as to avoid the cleaner 100 from becoming 
lodged against the obstacle. The cleaner head 122 is shown in a lowered position in 
Figure 6. The castor wheel 106 also includes a ramped portion 117 which provides 

25 additional assistance when the cleaner 100 encounters an obstacle and is required to 
climb over it. In this way, the castor wheel 106 will not become lodged against the 
obstacle after the cleaner head 122 has climbed over it. 

As can be seen from Figures 3 and 4, the cleaner head 122 is asymmetrically mounted 
30 on the chassis 102 so that one side of the cleaner head 122 protrudes beyond the general 
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circumference of the chassis 102. This allows the cleaner 100 to clean up to the edge of 
a room on the side of the cleaner 100 on which the cleaner head 122 protrudes. 

The chassis 102 carries a plurality of sensors 140 which are designed and arranged to 
5 detect obstacles in the path of the cleaner 100 and its proximity to, for example, a wall 
or other boundary such as a piece of furniture. The sensors 140 comprise several ultra- 
sonic sensors and several infra-red sensors. The array illustrated in Figures 3 and 5 is 
not intended to be limitative and the arrangement of the sensors does not form part of 
the present invention. Suffice it to say that the vacuum cleaner 100 carries sufficient 
10 sensors and detectors 140 to enable the cleaner 100 to guide itself or to be guided 
around a predefined area so that the said area can be cleaned. Control software, 
comprising navigation controls and steering devices, is housed within a housing 142 
located beneath a control panel 144 or elsewhere within the cleaner 100. 

15 The vacuum cleaner 100 also includes a motor and fan unit supported on the chassis 102 
for drawing dirty air into the vacuum cleaner 100 via the suction opening 124 in the 
cleaner head 122. The chassis 102 also carries a cyclonic separator 152 for separating 
dirt and dust from the air drawn into the cleaner 100. The inlet port which 
communicates with the rear portion of the cleaner head 122 via the conduit mentioned 

20 above forms the inlet to the cyclonic" separator 152. The cyclonic separator, which 
preferably comprises two cyclones in series, need not be described any further here, 
being known technology and described adequately elsewhere. 

The cyclonic separator 152 is releasable from the chassis 102 in order to allow emptying 
25 of the cyclonic separator 152. A hooked catch (not shown) is provided by means of 
which the cyclonic separator 152 is held in position when the cleaner 100 is in use. 
When the hooked catch is released (by manual pressing of a button 134 located in the 
control panel 44), the cyclonic separator 152 can be lifted away from the chassis 102 by 
means of gripper portions 170. The cyclonic separator 152 can then be emptied. 

30 
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Two battery packs 10 as described above are located on the chassis 102 on either side of 
the cyclonic separator 152. The battery packs 10 are identical and are spaced from the 
central axis of the vacuum cleaner 100 by a significant distance, say between 50 and 
150 mm. In the embodiment illustrated, the battery packs are spaced from the central 
5 axis of the vacuum cleaner by a distance of about 87mm. The provision of two separate 
battery packs 10 allows the weight thereof to be evenly distributed without requiring the 
battery pack to be located directly over the centre of the cleaner 100. This gives much 
greater flexibility of design and allows the dirt and dust collecting means of the cleaner 
100 (in this case the cyclonic separator 152) to occupy the most central position. This 

10 can be beneficial for the user. Furthermore, the battery packs 10 are located so that the 
centre of gravity of each individual battery pack 10 is located over the axis which joins 
the centres of the driven wheels 104. This axis lies along a diameter of the generally 
circular chassis 102. This arrangement gives the cleaner 100 better balance than would 
otherwise be the case. It will be appreciated that the position of the centre of gravity of 

15 the cleaner 100 will be affected to a considerable extent by the motor as well as the 
battery packs 10, all of which contribute significantly to the weight of the cleaner 100. 

The battery packs 10 are held in position on the chassis 102 so that the battery packs are 
not permitted to move during normal use of the vacuum cleaner 100. The end of each 

20 battery pack 10 remote from the handle 24 is received in a recess 180 formed in the 
structure of the vacuum cleaner 10 (see Figure 6). The recess 180 is formed in the 
moulding 142 which forms a housing for the motor and fan unit, which housing 142 is 
fixedly attached to the chassis 102. The end of the battery pack housing 12 remote from 
the handle 24 is thus held securely on the chassis 102. Located in the recess 180 is a 

25 connector point 181 for forming an electrical connection with the battery pack 10. The 
electrical connector point 181 is positioned so that it is aligned with the electrical 
connection 36 on the battery pack 10 and projects into the recess 180 so that the 
connector point 181 and the connection 36 are automatically brought into electrical 
contact when the battery pack 10 is inserted fully into the recess 180. Also formed in 

30 the housing 142 of the motor and fan unit is a duct 186 which carries air exiting the fan 
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from the fan to an opening in the housing 142 which is located directly adjacent the inlet 
port 38 of. the battery pack 10 when it is mounted on the chassis 102. 

The chassis 102 also includes a pair of undercut grooves or channels 182 located in the 
5 portion of the chassis 102 adjacent the handle 24 of the battery pack 10. The grooves or 
channels 182 are open at the ends thereof facing the handles 24 of the battery packs 10 
and are spaced apart by a distance which is slightly less than the spacing of the lugs 44. 
An aperture 184 corresponding to the cross-sectional area of the tooth 34 is positioned 
in the chassis 102 between the two grooves or channels 182. The location of the 
10 aperture 184 is such that it is aligned with the aperture 34 when the battery pack 10 is 
fully inserted in the recess 180. The arrangement is illustrated in Figure 7. 

In the Figure, a section through the battery pack 10 is illustrated showing the lower 
surface of the housing 12 with the aperture 34 therein. The tooth 32 is also shown in its 

15 normal position of projecting through the aperture 34. In this position, the tooth 34 also 
projects through the aperture 184 in the chassis 102 and thereby prevents relative 
movement between the chassis 102 and the battery pack 10 in the direction of the 
channels or grooves 182. The lugs 44 extend outwardly from the lower surface of the 
housing 12 and are received in the grooves or channels 182 so that movement in other 

20 directions is prevented and the opposite end of the battery pack 10 is held securely in 
the recess 180. The battery pack 10 is thereby held securely in position on the chassis 
102. 

In order to release the battery pack 10 from the chassis 102, for example when 
25 recharging is required, the handle 24 of the battery pack is grasped by the user. The 
grasping motion squeezes thb lever portion 26 of the handle towards the fixed portion 
about the pivot connection 28 so that the tooth 34 is raised and is released from the 
apertures 184, 34. The battery pack 10 is then able to move in a sliding manner so that 
the lugs 44 slide along the grooves or channels 182 until they are released therefrom. 
30 The battery pack 10 can then be lifted so that the end opposite the handle 24 emerges 
from the recess 180 and the battery pack 10 can be removed. The battery pack 10 is 
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returned to the chassis 102 in an identical manner, but in reverse: the end of the battery 
pack 10 is aligned with the recess 180 so that it can be slid thereinto in a direction along 
the grooves or channels 182. The sliding motion causes the lugs 44 to be received into 
the channels 182 and, as the battery pack 10 becomes fully received into the recess 180, 
5 the tooth 34 drops through the aperture 184 under the action of the spring 30 to hold the 
battery pack 10 in position and the electrical connection is automatically made between 
the cleaner 100 and the battery pack 10. The inlet port 38 is also automatically aligned 
with the opening of the duct 186. The connector point 181 is connected, within the 
cleaner 10, to the motor and fan unit, to the brush bar motor 28, to the motors for the 
10 driven wheels 104, and to the sensors 140 and control software so that all powered 
components of the cleaner 10 are able to take their power from the battery pack 10. 

The vacuum cleaner 100 described above operates in the following manner. In order for 
the cleaner 100 to traverse the area to be cleaned, the wheels 104 are driven by the 

15 motors which, in turn, are powered by the batteries 10. The direction of movement of 
the cleaner 100 is determined by the control software which communicates with the 
sensors 140 which are designed to detect any obstacles in the path of the cleaner 100 so 
as to navigate the cleaner 100 around the area to be cleaned. Methodologies and control 
systems for navigating a robotic vacuum cleaner around a room or other area are well 

20 documented elsewhere and do not form part of the inventive concept of this invention. 
Any of the known methodologies or systems could be implemented here to provide a 
suitable navigation system. The battery packs 10 also power the motor and fan unit 
which draws air into the cleaner 100 via the cleaner head 122 and passes it to the 
cyclonic separator 152 where the dirt and dust is separated from the airflow. The 

25 battery packs 10 are also used to power the motor 28 which drives the brush bar which, 
in turn assists with pick-up, particularly on carpets. 

The air which exits the cyclonic separator 152 is passed across the motor and fan unit by 
appropriate ducting, as is common in many appliances, including vacuum cleaners. 
30 However, in accordance with this invention, the air which then leaves the motor and fan 
unit is conducted along the duct 186 to the opening adjacent the inlet port 38 of the 
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battery pack 10. The air is then forced to enter the battery pack housing 12 via the inlet 
port 38 and pass into the enclosure 16. The air passes around and across the cells 18 in 
order to achieve a cooling effect before exiting the battery pack via the outlet ports 40. 
The spacing of the outlet ports 40a, 40b, 40c, 40d across the end 12a of the housing 12 
5 ensures that the cooling air is spread throughout the enclosure 16 and is discouraged 
from following a restricted path which might result in some cells 18 being cooled less 
effectively than others. The air is expelled to the atmosphere from the outlet ports 40. 

The battery packs 10 are removed from the cleaning device 100 for charging and 
10 inserted into a charging apparatus. Apparatus for recharging a battery pack 10 is 
illustrated in Figure 8. The apparatus comprises a recharger 200 having an appropriate 
mains supply connection 202 and a recess 204 for receiving the battery pack 10. 
Electrical connectors are provided in the recess 204 for supplying power to the battery 
pack for recharging purposes. Also provided in the recharger 200 is a fan 206, which is 
15 mains operated, for drawing air into the recharger 200 from the atmosphere via a first 
duct 208. A second duct 210 carries the air drawn into the recharger by the fan 206 
from the fan 206 to the recess 204. The second duct 210 opens into the recess 204 
immediately adjacent the inlet port 38 of the battery pack 10 when the battery pack 10 is 
located in the recess 204. Thus, when the battery pack 10 is inserted into the recess 204 
20 for charging purposes, the fan draws air into the recharger 200 and passes it through the 
second duct 210 and into the housing 12 of the battery pack 10 in order to cool the cells 
during the recharging process. The cooling air is then expelled to the atmosphere via 
the outlet ports 40, in the same way as it is expelled during operation of the vacuum 
cleaner 100. 

25 

It will be appreciated that the : recharger 200 can have a number of features which will 
assist the recharger 200 to operate with minimum user intervention. Features such as 
switches, located in the recess 204, which will automatically commence the recharging 
operation and/or bring the fan 206 into operation can be incorporated if desired. 
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battery pack 10. The air is then forced to enter the battery pack housing 12 via the inlet 
port 38 and pass into the enclosure 16. The air passes around and across the cells 18 in 
order to achieve a cooling effect before exiting the battery pack via the outlet ports 40. 
The spacing of the outlet ports 40a, 40b, 40c, 40d across the end 12a of the housing 12 
5 ensures that the cooling air is spread throughout the enclosure 16 and is discouraged 
from following a restricted path which might result in some cells 18 being cooled less 
effectively than others. The air is expelled to the atmosphere from the outlet ports 40. 

The battery packs 10 are removed from the cleaning device 100 for charging and 
10 inserted into a charging apparatus. Apparatus for recharging a battery pack 10 is 
illustrated in Figure 8. The apparatus comprises a recharger 200 having an appropriate 
mains supply connection 202 and a recess 204 for receiving the battery pack 10. 
Electrical connectors are provided in the recess 204 for supplying power to the battery 
pack for recharging purposes. Also provided in the recharger 200 is a fan 206, which is 
15 mains operated, for drawing air into the recharger 200 from the atmosphere via a first 
duct 208. A second duct 210 carries the air drawn into the recharger by the fan 206 
from the fan 206 to the recess 204. The second duct 210 opens into the recess 204 
immediately adjacent the inlet port 38 of the battery pack 10 when the battery pack 10 is 
located in the recess 204. Thus, when the battery pack 10 is inserted into the recess 204 
20 for charging purposes, the fan draws air into the recharger 200 and passes it through the 
second duct 210 and into the housing 12 of the battery pack 10 in order to cool the cells 
during the recharging process. The cooling air is then expelled to the atmosphere via 
the outlet ports 40, in the same way as it is expelled during operation of the vacuum 
cleaner 100. 

25 

It will be appreciated that the recharger 200 can have a number of features which will 
assist the recharger 200 to operate with minimum user intervention. Features such as 
switches, located in the recess 204, which will automatically commence the recharging 
operation and/or bring the fan 206 into operation can be incorporated if desired. 
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The invention is not intended to be limited to the precise details of the embodiment 
illustrated above. The use of battery packs is widespread and it is envisaged that more 
than two battery packs can be provided on the appliance, distributed about the chassis, if 
desired. 



WO 00/38255 



PCT/GB99/04075 



14 

Claims 

1. An electrical appliance comprising a chassis supporting an on-board power 
supply and means, powered by the power supply, for allowing the appliance to travel 

5 across a surface, wherein the power supply comprises a battery pack which is releasable 
from the chassis and which is supported on the chassis such that, in use, the pack is 
visible to a user. 

2. An appliance according to Claim 1 wherein the battery pack comprises a 
10 housing having a handle by which a user can grasp the pack. 

3. An appliance according to Claim 2 wherein the battery pack comprises a 
securing mechanism for securing the pack to the chassis of the appliance, the securing 
mechanism being operable by a release member which forms part of the handle. 

15 

4. An appliance according to Claim 3 wherein the release member is arranged so 
that it can be operated by squeezing the handle. 

5. An appliance according to Claim 4 wherein the handle forms a loop having an 
20 open inner area through which a user can insert their hand and the release member is 

located on an inner side of the loop where a user grasps the handle. 

6. An appliance according to any one of Claims 2 to 5 wherein the handle has a 
shape which is contoured to fit a user's hand and the release member has a 

25 complementary shape. 

7. An appliance according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the securing 
mechanism comprises a tooth and the release member is a lever which is pivotally 
mounted with respect to the handle such that movement of the lever moves the tooth. 
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8. An appliance according to any one of the preceding claims comprising a 
component mounted centrally on the chassis and wherein the power supply comprises 
two battery packs which are located on opposite sides of the component. 

5 9. An appliance according to Claim 8, wherein the component of the appliance 
comprises cyclonic separating apparatus for separating dirt and dust from an airflow. 

10. An appliance according to Claim 8 or 9 wherein the battery packs are arranged 
symmetrically about a rotational centre of the appliance. 

10 

11. An appliance according to any one of Claims 8 to 10 wherein the means for 
allowing the appliance to travel across a surface comprise wheels or rollers which are 
arranged at opposing ends of a lateral axis of the appliance, the battery packs being 
located along the lateral axis. 

15 

12. An appliance according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the battery 
packs are rechargeable. 

13. An appliance according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
20 appliance is a vacuum cleaner. 

14. An appliance according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein the appliance 
is autonomous. 

25 15. A battery pack for use as a power supply on an electrical appliance according to 
Claim 1, the battery pack comprising a housing having a handle by which a user can 
grasp the pack and a securing mechanism for securing the pack to the chassis of the 
appliance, the securing mechanism being operable by a release member which forms 
part of the handle. 
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